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Missionaries Furlough
Acts 14:21-28
Introduction:
William Carey has been called the “Father of Modern Missions.” I expect that we could call Paul “the Father of Missions.”
He and Barnabas had been sent out from their home church. No other church participated in their work but this one church. We don’t know if there was any monetary contribution or not;
but there certainly was prayer support from the church in Antioch, Syria
So, when they return from their first trip, they will go back to that church and work there a while.
Now they are on their way back to the home base. They will retrace their steps and eventually wind up where they started. This first missionary trip had already been a tremendous success.
I. Meeting Needs – 14:21-25
A. They Retraced their Steps – 14:21-23
1. The Needs of the Sinners – 14:21a

“And when they had preached the gospel to that city ﻿﻿and made many disciples, [And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many﻿﻿, KJV 1611]
a. They preached the gospel - εὐαγγελισάμενοί -- By that means the unbelievers became believers.
b. Then they “made many disciples - Μαθητεύσαντες -- By that means believers became disciples. This is a further development after salvation.
Note: If we do not make a distinction between the two, Salvation and Discipleship, several unhappy results will follow:
· We will have people thinking in order to be saved that they must: 
Repent of their sins

   
 Turn their lives over to Jesus


Promise to serve Jesus forever

Be baptized

Join the church       . 
That will destroy the Grace Gospel and minimize or nullify the work of Jesus on the cross.
· We will have people thinking that, if a person is saved, he is automatically a disciple and will not be moving on toward discipleship.

“ I know that I am saved, so I must already  be a disciple. So why should I do anything further.”  -- or –
· We will have people thinking that they are not saved because they are not doing disciple things i.e. Bible reading and study, prayer, witnessing, serving in the local church ministries – S.S., Awana, 24/7, etc..
This leads right into the next section of the verse:
2. The Needs of the Saints – 14:21b-22
a. The Courage of the Missionaries – 14:21b

“they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,

· They had been rudely treated in these places.
· They were driven out of Antioch  
· They were called deceivers.

· At Iconium they tried to stone them, but the “fled from the city”  
· They were stoned in Lystra. Paul was left for dead.
· If they stayed on the same route – They would end up at Paul’s hometown, Tarsus.
But here they are going right back in there. Why?
· Remember the call of God. Acts 13 (Jesus’ last instructions to them) Acts 1:8
“But you shall receive power ﻿﻿when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and ﻿﻿you shall be ﻿﻿witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and ﻿﻿Samaria, and to the ﻿﻿uttermost part of the earth.” 

· There were people in the city who were not responsible for their treatment. Not everyone is opposed to the Gospel
· They were led by God. They had followed the Spirit’s leading so far, Why stop now!
b. The Concern of the Missionaries – 14:22

 “strengthening the souls of the disciples, ﻿﻿exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, ﻿﻿“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” 

1). Strengthening them by the Word

What does it say? – Revelation

What does it mean? – Interpretation
What does it mean to me? Application
2). Exhorting them
“Continue in the faith.”
He is not saying continue in salvation, i.e. don’t lose it, but he saying to continue in the Christian life.
“…work out your own salvation with ﻿﻿fear and trembling; for ﻿﻿it is God who works in you both to will and to do ﻿﻿for His good pleasure.” (Phil. 2:12-13)
 “Continue in the doctrine”

“exhorting ﻿﻿you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” Jude 3
3). Warning them

“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” 

· The prediction - There will be persecution. But… I never promised you a rose garden.
· The promise - You will participate in the Kingdom, if you are faithful.

II Timothy 2
“If we endure we shall also reign with Him. ﻿﻿If we deny Him, He also will deny us.”
3. The Need for Shepherds – 14:23
﻿“So when they had ﻿﻿appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.”
Since an elder cannot be a novice in the faith, (I Tim.3:6) it would seem that the appointed elders were Jews who were saved out of the synagogues where they had been steeped in the Scriptures.
We note that there were plural elders in each church. They were appointed by the apostles.

B. They Returned Home – 14:24-25

1. They Passed Through – 14:24

“And after they had passed through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia.”
They are retracing their steps – going back the way they came.
2. They Presented the Gospel – 14:25
“Now when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.”
Luke mentions specifically that they preached the Word in Perga. Either the preaching of and/or the mentioning of the preaching in Perga may be because of the desertion of John Mark in that city. Attalia was the seaport from which they would sail back to Antioch in Syria.
Note: they did not go back through Cyprus. Barnabas will go back and visit those churches a little later.

II. Sharing the News – 14:26-28
A. Returning to Antioch – 14:26
“From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work which they had completed.”
They are going back to the church that had sent them out. They had completed their assigned task.

B. Reporting to Antioch –14:27

﻿“Now when they had come and gathered the church together, ﻿﻿they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had ﻿﻿opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 
These missionaries were responsible not only to God but to the church as well. They made the report to the entire church.
1. They Reported what God had Done with Them (μετʼ αὐτῶν)
God worked in their presence. They were there – and they had to be there for the work to be done – but God did the work.
I Corinthians 3:6 

﻿﻿“I planted, ﻿﻿Apollos watered, ﻿﻿but all the while God was giving the increase.”
2. They Told of the Door of Faith.
“God opened the door of faith – to the Gentiles.”
This is a Gentile audience. They could appreciate that emphasis.
The door of faith - θύραν πίστεως -- It can be translated “door of faith” – 
i.e. faith is an adjective, describing the door. I think it would be better translated “door which is faith.” Faith is an appositive renaming the door.

Faith is the door to salvation. The Gentiles entered salvation through a door marked FAITH.
There is nothing else on the door, nor can anyone add anything without bringing down a curse on his head. (Galatians1:8, 9)
C. Resting in Antioch – 14:28
“So they stayed there a long time with the disciples. 


They stayed in Antioch for about a year.
Not only did Paul and Barnabas need a rest, but there was a storm brewing in Jerusalem and the Holy Spirit wanted His two best men in place when the storm moved forward to Antioch and on into the churches which they had established in Galatia.
The crux of the storm was an attack against the Gospel of Faith alone in Christ alone.
It was at this time that Paul wrote his first epistle, Galatians.
I want to read a section from Galatians - Chapter 2:1-14
